REMARKS 

I. Present Status of Patent Application 

Claims 1 through 19 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as allegedly being 
anticipated by "U.S. Patent No. 5617480 to Ballard, et al.". 
New claims 20 through 38 have been added. 

II. Examiner Interview 

On September 22, 2004, Applicant's attorney of record, Sam Han (Reg. No. 51,771) 
conducted a telephone conference with both the Examiner and the Supervising Examiner. 
Applicant thanks both Examiners for their time and insights related to the pending application. 

During that telephone interview, an agreement was reached that, while "main speaker 
characteristics" in the claims are not the same as an equalizer response as taught in the reference, 
the equalizer response of the reference included components of a main speaker characteristic. In 
view of this, it was agreed that an amendment to more clearly indicate a pure main speaker 
characteristic would render the art-based rejection moot. 

Applicant thanks the Examiners for their suggestion and insight. 

III. Objection to Drawings 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for such a meticulous review of the application drawings, 
and for noting the irregularity with reference to FIG. 3. Applicant submits new drawings, which 
correct for the irregularity of FIG. 3. Specifically, only one "FIG. 3" is provided in the substitute 
drawings. No new matter has been introduced through the newly-submitted drawings. 
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IV. Discussion of Rejections 

A. Rejection of Claims 1 through 19 Under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 

The Office Action rejects claims 1 through 19 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5617480 to Ballard, et al. (hereinafter "Ballard"). Applicant 
respectfully traverses this rejection. 

As noted above, and as suggested by the Examiner during the telephone interview, 
Applicant has amended independent claims 1, 8, and 15 to more clearly distinguish main speaker 
characteristics from an equalizer response, which is not purely a main speaker characteristic. 

Insofar as Ballard does not teach receiving a user-adjustable variable that is purely 
indicative of a main speaker characteristic, Applicant respectfully submits that claims 1, 8, and 
15 are allowable over Ballard. 

1. Dependent Claims 2-7, 9-14, and 16-19 

Applicant notes that 9 through 14 have been amended to ensure proper antecedent bases. 
In that regard, Applicant respectfully submits that the amendments to claims 9-14 are merely for 
cosmetic purposes and are not made for purposes of patentability. 

Claims 2-7 depend, either directly or indirectly, from allowable independent claim 1 ; 
claims 9-14 depend, either directly or indirectly, from allowable independent claim 8; and claims 
16-19 depend, either directly or indirectly, from allowable independent claim 15. Applicant 
respectfully submits that, insofar as claims 2-7, 9-14, and 16-19 depend from allowable 
independent claims, for at least this reason, claims 2-7, 9-14, and 16-19 are allowable. 
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Applicant, therefore, respectfully requests allowance of claims 2-7, 9-14, and 16-19. 
B. New Claims 20 through 38 

New claims 20-38 have been added. Applicant respectfully submits that no new matter 
has been added. 

V. References Made of Record 

The references made of record have been considered, but are not believed to affect the 
patentability of the presently pending claims. 



CONCLUSION 



Applicant submits that all claims are now in proper condition for allowance, and 
respectfully requests that the Examiner pass this case to issuance. If, in the opinion of the 
Examiner, a telephonic conference would expedite the examination of this matter, the Examiner 
is invited to call the undersigned attorney at (770) 933-9500. 

If there is any deficiency in this fee, or if and additional fees are required, you are hereby 
authorized to charge any and all such fees to Deposit Account No. 20-0778. 



THOMAS, KAYDEN, HORSTEMEYER & RISLEY, L.L.P. 
Suite 1750 

100 Galleria Parkway N.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30339 
(770) 933-9500 



Respectfully submitted, 




Sam Han 

Registration No. 51,771 
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